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On the very southern edge of 

the east end.  

Take Prince of Wales Drive 

south to Wascana Gate S, turn 

east to Wascana Circle, head 

south about 1/2 a kilometre. 

Located at 12001 Wascana 

Circle. 

All I see is a 

field!  

Take a closer 

look… 

Several different trails. All trails are 

groomed and either crushed stone 

or grass. Definitely stroller  

accessible! 
McHattie Boardwalk & Dock 

Cattails protect us 

by keeping the soil 

in place when it 

rains a lot. These 

plants love it when 

it floods! Marshes 

can absorb a lot of 

water so our homes 

don’t flood. 

Is that different than a cattail?  

Yes. When there is a lot of water in 

a marsh the stem of the spike rush 

is hollow to transport air to the 

roots. When it is dry the stem be-

comes filled with pith to make it 

stronger. Spike rushes also absorb 

water when there is a flood. 

What is that water? 

A marsh is a type of wetland 

where water covers the ground 

for long periods of time. 

What is all that green 

stuff? Fish and birds eat 

this duckweed. Look 

closely they are actually 

little green pods. 

This marsh is a part of the  

Wascana Creek watershed. A 

healthy watershed encourages 

good water quality. The plants 

filter out yucky stuff like  

pollutants and provide a place 

for sediment to settle instead 

of running through to lakes and 

rivers. 

Buttonbush 

Food for ducks 

and waterfowl. 
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Whirligig Beetle 

Each eye is divided into two parts. 

One to see above water and one to 

see below at the same time! 

Water Boatman 

Long oar-like legs moves it 

through water. Eats algae 

and decaying plant material 

on the bottom of the marsh. 

Dragonfly Nymph 

When it changes into an adult  

dragonfly it climbs out of the water!  
Caddisfly 

These are important food 

for fish. 

Caddisfly Larvae 

They can resemble hermit 

crabs because they some-

times surround themselves 

with a hard casing. 

Water Mite 

Very, very small and looks like a fat 

spider with a bright red, round body. 

Water Flea 

A healthy freshwater pond has a 

tonne of these! They are the lowest 

on the food chain so lots of creatures 

eat them. If there are lots then an 

ecosystem is doing well! 

Water strider 

They appear to stride over 

the water by distributing 

their weight evenly. 

Snail 

Frogs and smaller fish eat these. 

If you find one and look carefully 

you might spot a frog or fish. 

Leech 

Most pond leeches feed on 

decaying material and bottom 

sludge. These keeps the muck 

out of our rivers and lakes. 

Wascana McKell Conservation Park 

Pond Dipping 

You’ll need: 

-large bucket 

-smaller buckets 

-net 

-magnifying glass 

How do I pond dip? 

www.wikihow.com/

Pond-Dip  

Once you’ve finished 

pond dipping spend some 

time looking at the water 

and now see what you 

can find! 
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Western 

Meadowlark 

A mnemonic helps you 

remember a bird song. 

Listen for “my teacher 

will be mad at me”. 

Bobolink 

Sings from perches and in 

flight throughout the 

mating season but mostly 

while establishing territory 

and courting females. The 

birds often get quiet around 

July 15th when mating  

season is usually done. 

Download a bird identification 

app for beginners 

merlin.allaboutbirds.org/  

Common Yellow Throat 

Bird song sounds like 

“Witchity, witchity, 

witchity” 

The male has a black 

robbers mask around 

the eyes. 

Marsh Wren 

Curious about what bird 

song you can hear?  

www.allaboutbirds.org/

guide/Marsh_Wren/sounds  

Marsh wrens often sing back 

and forth to each other. 

What is that sound 

coming from that 

bush? Bring some 

binoculars! See what 

you can find.  

Wetland Wonder at Wascana 

McKell Conservation Park 

Hear a bird song or see a 

bird? 

Birds use scrub brush and 

tall grass as a nesting 

ground for their young. It 

provides shade and safety 

from predators. Please 

keep your pets on leash. 

Birds that have been spotted in this area have also included 
Savannah Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Tree Swallows,  
Northern Harrier, Barn Swallows, American Gold Finch, Mer-
lin and Lesser Yellowlegs. 
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McKell Wascana Conservation Park is a 171-acre park 

dedicated to conserving and restoring native prairie and 

wetland habitat. It was made possible by partnerships 

between the City of Regina, Ducks Unlimited Canada 

and especially, the McKell family. Check out ducks.ca/ to 

find out more about how Ducks Unlimited is conserving 

Canada’s wetlands. 

There is so much to see at Wascana McKell. Visit  

natureregina.ca/get-outside-family-hikes  next  

Wednesday for the 2nd edition of this outdoor  

adventure! We’ll show you a secret field of wildflowers! 

You may be able to hear rather than see many of the birds. 

They love to sing from within the cattails of the marsh or in 

the long grass. 

Chipping Sparrow trills 

and has a “chip” call. 

Savannah Sparrow 

Listen for  

“suh suh suh VAN uh” 

American Goldfinch 

When they fly some people think 

they are saying "pot -TA- to-chip" 

or "Per-CHI- ker-ee". 
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